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TEXT:  Isaiah 49:1 
THEME:  CHRIST OUR SERVANT 
 
Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations:  Before I was 
born the LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my 
name.  (Isaiah 49:1) 
 
Dear Baptized Children of God: 
 
Hey!  Listen up!  Yes, you.  Hear this!  Friend, what will it take to get your 
attention?  Every day so many voices are competing for your attention:  at 
home, work, and school.  Just think of all the ways people have today to get 
your attention:  email, text message, Facebook, Messenger, Twitter, 
Snapchat, Instagram, Tumblr, and on and on.  It can be so distracting—all 
those noisy voices!  Here in church, you have your phone on silent, which is 
good.  I know that from embarrassing personal experience!  But then you get 
a notification, you feel your phone vibrate, and you have to sneak a peak, 
because after all, it might be something IMPORTANT!  Really?!  You allow 
that vibrating phone—that distracting voice—to take you away from your 
worship.  What you are really saying is, “Hold on, God, this might be 
something important to me.”  And, you let everyone around you know that 
whatever is on your phone is more important to you than what is going on in 
worship.  So, if you knew you were going to meet the most important person in 
your life, then wouldn’t you pay attention to everything leading up to it? 
 
Well, God’s spokesman, Isaiah, is still talking to you today.  Centuries have 
passed but the prophet’s voice is as clear now as it was then.  Actually, the 
prophet Isaiah is getting used; but don’t worry—it’s in a good way.  Someone 
way more important is using Isaiah’s voice to get your attention. 
 
CHRIST OUR SERVANT 
This particular someone is the servant.  But this is not just any servant.  This 
servant is the Son of God.  Jesus,  the Servant, is talking to you from long 
before the night of his birth in Bethlehem.  His voice, echoing through the ages 
and on the pages of the prophetic Scriptures, wants you to know he is the 
most important person you will ever listen to. 
 
“This is my Son, whom I have chosen, listen to him” (Luke 9:35).  That’s 
what our heavenly Father said when Jesus was baptized.  But are those 
words only for you?  There’s no separate God—one for the Jews and another 
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for the Gentiles, one for men and another for women, one for Americans and 
one for everyone else.  We learned that last week as we celebrated the 
Festival of the Epiphany. 
 
Today we learn that even before the world’s creation, God the Son was set 
apart by his heavenly Father to serve us.  But unless Jesus himself made it 
known that he was true God, who would have paid any attention? 
 
Our heavenly Father has a big interest in you.  He always had and will always 
have.  That’s why he wants you to listen up and hear the words of the 
prophetic Scriptures.  It’s the living voice speaking to us all about God’s Son 
and our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
At his baptism, Jesus marked himself as one with you.  Do you realize the full 
importance of that statement?  It means that “God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Your sin weighed heavily on Jesus’ soul, but 
he was willing to shoulder it all himself for you. 
 
By his baptism, Jesus also sealed the promise of an unbreakable connection 
forged in heaven and announced on earth:  Jesus is not just a man…he is 
also God’s Son, the Word made flesh.  That means that Jesus has something 
to say to everyone.  Isn’t that worth your attention?  Read what Jesus has to 
say in your daily devotions.  Hear what Jesus has to say as you worship 
weekly here at church.  Study what Jesus has to say in our weekly Bible 
classes.  Let Christ our Servant know that he is the most important person in 
your life…because he gave his life to save yours for all eternity.  That is 
worthy of listening to again and again.  Amen. 
 
 
 


